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These events in Thomas's life took place in 1859, and
in the same year this amazing boy, not yet thirteen years
old, opened a vegetable store in Port Huron. Certainly
he could no longer be blamed for wasting time, and he
continued to sell papers and work in his train laboratory
until 1862, when he had a brilliant idea. All this while
he had been selling other people's newspapers when"
he might just as well have been selling his own and
making a larger profit. This reflection was enough for
young Edison, and before long he had set up a small
printing press in his van alongside his laboratory and
newspapers, and was printing and selling his own
news-sheet in which he recounted all the items of local
interest and gossip he collected along the line.
Thomas called his newspaper The Weekly Herald. It
proved to be a success, and there is no knowing how
long he might have continued combining his job as
newsboy with his laboratory experiments and printing
but for an unfortunate accident. One day, as the train
was passing over a particularly rough piece of line, a
stick of phosphorus was jolted off the laboratory bench
on to the floor, where it ignited and set the van ablaze.
That was the end of Thomas's scientific experiments
on a railway train. The fire was put out, but so were
all the precious bottles filled with chemicals, and Tom
received a cuff on the ear from the irate guard. It
turned out to be a heavier punishment than he de-
served, for it was the beginning of a deafness which was
to afflict him for the greater part of his life.
After this unfortunate a.ffa.ir Thomas went on selling
papers for a while, and then one day something hap-

